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prisoners experienced tear gas, gunfire, and fear, while also showing how the uprising 

ended in a brutal assault by law enforcement 

 

 



Nada 7 

Eve, Arthur. Interview with Arthur Eve (Video). Washington University in St. Louis Libraries, 
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violence and harsh treatment prisoners faced during and after the riot. 

Freedom Archives. “George Jackson.” Freedom Archives, 

https://www.freedomarchives.org/George%20Jackson.html. Accessed 17 May 2026. 
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determination. And capture Brother Flip's last words before the assault: "If we cannot live 

as people, then we will at least try to die like men." 
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This interview describes guard Philip Watkins being kicked at first but then other 
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and rules. 
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https://project-nia.org/uploads/documents/Educational-Curricula/Attica%20Prison%20U
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man-asks-speed-on-attica-prison/docview/104831004/se-2.  

This newspaper article from 1929 discusses plans for building Attica prison. I used this 
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prisoners 

Melville, Samuel. Letters from Attica, Chicago Review Press, 1971. 

Letters from Attica is a collection of letters by inmate Samuel Melville. I used this source 

multiple times to provide a prisoner's perspective. 

Miller, Deanne Quinn. The Prison Guard's Daughter. Prologue.  
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ssissippi/. Accessed 27 Feb. 2026.  
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Attica. 

New York State Special Commission on Attica. Attica: The Official Report of the New York 

State Special Commission on Attica (McKay Commission Report). Bantam Books, 1972. 

https://nysl.ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/i/1d8e4c4c-dfd1-4de1-9ba3-c554

1ffb6506.  

This official report contains statistics proving discrimination and terrible conditions at 
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O'Brien, John. The Grim Bedlam of Attica. Life, 1 Oct. 1971, pp. 26-33. 
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People's Law Office. "41st Anniversary: Attica Prisoner Civil Rights." People's Law Office, 

2012, peopleslawoffice.com/41st-anniversary-attica-prisoner-civil-right/. 

This page from the People's Law Office, a civil rights legal organization involved in 

Attica litigation, contains a photograph of Attica inmates with their hands raised. It is 

used to visualize the prisoners' surrender during the uprising. 
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go.openathens.net/redirector/coastal.edu?url=https://www.proquest.com/dissertations-the

ses/attica-is-revolutionary-consciousness/docview/1858569026/se-2.  

This is the list of concrete reforms prisoners asked for on September 9. I used this source 
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Project NIA. Image: Katy Groves. "'We Are Men' | Remembering Attica, 50 Years Later." 

Inquest, 28 Sept. 2021, inquest.org/we-are-men-attica-at-50/.  
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Robbins, Tom. "Attica's Ghosts." The Marshall Project, 28 Feb. 2015, 

www.themarshallproject.org/2015/02/28/attica-s-ghosts.  
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Roche, Carlos. Personal interview. 29 Mar. 2026. 

           This interview was conducted with Carlos Roche, an incarcerated individual who 

provided a firsthand account of brutal daily prison conditions. Roche specifically 

emphasized that state officials falsely claimed prisoners killed the hostages, when in truth 

it was the state troopers who shot and killed all ten corrections officer hostages during the 

violent retaking of Attica and explaining the brutal conditions at Attica.  

Rockefeller, Nelson. Photograph. "'On His Own Terms' by Richard Norton Smith." Boston 

Globe, 2016, 

www.bostonglobe.com/arts/books/2014/11/29/book-review-his-own-terms-life-nelson-ro

ckefeller-richard-norton-smith/vlBOEfOibGRcG5Mg7OPKpK/story.html.  

This photograph shows Governor Nelson Rockefeller. I used this image to show the 

person who ordered the assault on Attica. 

Rose, Akira. “A History of the Attica Uprising.” American Friends Service Committee, 10 Sept. 

2021, https://afsc.org/newsroom/history-attica-uprising. Accessed 17 May 2026. 

This source was used to explain how the Attica Liberation Faction formed in response to 

the cruel treatment in prison. It also showed how prisoners tried to educate each other 

politically and organize for change. 
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Smith, Frank "Big Black." Interview. Eyes on the Prize II. 

http://repository.wustl.edu/concern/videos/ks65hg93z.  

This interview describes daily degradation, for example, bucket showers and inadequate 

healthcare. I used this source to establish dehumanizing conditions. 

"Text - S.866 - 104th Congress (1995-1996): Prison Litigation Reform Act of 1995." 

Congress.gov, Library of Congress, 27 July 1995, 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/104th-congress/senate-bill/866/text. 

            This is the official legislative text of the Prison Litigation Reform Act of 1995, a federal 

law that placed significant new restrictions on the ability of incarcerated people to file 

lawsuits challenging their prison conditions in court. It is used to show how government 

policy after Attica moved in the opposite direction of reform, making it harder for 

prisoners to seek legal justice. 
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TML Weekly Supplement." CPCML.CA, 2021, cpcml.ca/Tmlm2021/MS5120.HTM. Accessed 

27 Feb. 2026.  
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1991, pp. 1. ProQuest, 

go.openathens.net/redirector/coastal.edu?url=https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/state

-prisons-20-years-later/docview/2316199931/se-2.  

This newspaper article examines Attica's impact 20 years later. I used this source to 

analyze the medium-term effects of the uprising. 

White, Larry. Interview with author, 14 June 2014 and 16 July 2014.  

This interview describes Larry White organizing prisoners to "have unity" and guards 

threatening to murder him. I used this source to document ongoing brutality and 

organizing efforts. 

Wicker, Tom. A Time to Die. 239. Haymarket Books, 2011. 

This book by Tom Wicker covers the Attica Uprising and contains many first-hand 

accounts from the inmates. I used this source to prove even hostages supported the 

prisoners' demands.  
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Times, 26 Nov. 2011, 

www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2011/11/26/obituaries/20111126_WICKER/s/20111126_WI

CKER-slide-YPBW.html.  

This photograph shows Tom Wicker who was an observer during negotiations. I used this 

image to show one of the people who witnessed the events. 

Wilbur, Lewis G. "Attica Prison to Be Convicts' Paradise." The New York Times, 2 Aug. 1931, 

www.nytimes.com/1931/08/02/archives/attica-prison-to-be-convicts-paradise-each-prison

er-will-have.html. Accessed 24 Feb. 2026.  

This newspaper article from 1931 describes promises made when Attica opened. I used 

this source to show how the prison failed to live up to its original promises by 1971. 

Wicker, Tom. A Time to Die. Quadrangle/New York Times Book Co., 1975.  

This firsthand account as a New York Times Associate Editor who acted as an observer 

provides crucial eyewitness testimony to negotiations. I used this source to get details 

about what happened during the four days. 

William Kunstler: Disturbing the Universe. PBS, 2010.  

This documentary includes photographs of Bobby Seale and William Kunstler at Attica. I 

used these images to show the lawyers and activists who supported the prisoners 
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Promises." The New York Times and The Marshall Project, 26 Aug. 2016, 

www.nytimes.com/2016/08/26/nyregion/revisiting-attica-shows-how-new-york-state-fail

ed-to-fulfill-promises.html. 

            This joint investigation by The New York Times and The Marshall Project  is used to 

document how New York State failed to honor its commitments to prisoners, and 

contains the 1971 Associated Press photograph of inmates negotiating with officials in 

D-Yard. 

SECONDARY SOURCES 

"99 Books: A 50 Year Anniversary Tribute to George Jackson." Freedom Archives, 

freedomarchives.org/projects/99-books-a-50-year-anniversary-tribute-to-george-jackson/. 

Accessed 27 Feb. 2026.  

This webpage provides context and images related to George Jackson whose death 

sparked the Attica inmates' silent fast. I used this source to explain a catalyst that united 

prisoners. 

"Attica Prison Riot, Ghost Stories among Holland Land Office Programs in September." 

Livingston County News, 28 Aug. 2022, 

thelcn.com/lifestyles/entertainment/attica-prison-riot-ghost-stories-among-holland-land-o
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ffice-programs-in-september/article_64ee5ee1-4535-57fc-a58f-676b36d86ebc.html. 

Accessed 27 Feb. 2026.  

This article includes a photograph of Deanne Quinn Miller, daughter of the only guard 

killed by prisoners. I used this source to show the complexity of Attica's story. 

"Attica." Encyclopædia Britannica, britannica.com/event/Attica-prison-riot. Accessed 27 Feb. 

2026.  

This encyclopedia entry provides basic facts about Attica including overcrowding 

statistics. I used this source for fact-checking basic information. 

Conaboy, Chelsea. "New Files Reveal Attica Prisoners Were Beaten, Possibly Tortured During 

1971 Uprising." New York Daily News, 21 May 2015, 

www.nydailynews.com/2015/05/21/new-files-reveal-attica-prisoners-were-beaten-possibl

y-tortured-during-1971-uprising/. 

This news article reports on newly released records showing Attica prisoners were beaten 

and tortured following the 1971 uprising, and contains a photograph of hundreds of 

inmates gathered in the prison courtyard on September 9, 1971.  

 Correctional Association of New York. 2014 Updated Correctional Association Report on 

Attica. Correctional Association of New York, 24 Nov. 2014, 

static1.squarespace.com/static/62f1552c1dd65741c53bbcf8/t/63f2859e1253b45175c37b9

2/1676838304691/2014_Monitoring-Attica.pdf.  
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            This report by the Correctional Association of New York documents ongoing staff 

brutality, racial abuse, and inhumane conditions at Attica forty-three years after the 1971 

uprising. It is used to show that the conditions prisoners revolted against were never fully 

corrected. 

"Correctional Officer William E. Quinn." The Officer Down Memorial Page, 

www.odmp.org/officer/10937-correctional-officer-william-e-quinn. Accessed 27 Feb. 

2026.  

This memorial page provides information and photographs of Officer William Quinn who 

died from injuries during the initial takeover. I used this source to acknowledge all 

victims. 

Critical Resistance. "Fighting Imprisonment: Overview." Critical Resistance, 

criticalresistance.org/fighting-imprisonment-overview/. Accessed 12 Mar. 2026. 

            This page from Critical Resistance, a national organization that works to end the prison 

industrial complex, contains a photograph of Carlos Roche speaking at a protest. 

"EAA Windicator 357 Magnum 4in Blued Revolver." Sportsman's Warehouse, 

sportsmans.com/shooting-gear-gun-supplies/handguns/eaa-windicator-357-magnum-4in-

blued-revolver-6-rounds/p/1571004. Accessed 27 Feb. 2026.  

This page shows a .357 Magnum revolver like the weapon troopers used. I used this 

image to illustrate the disparity in firepower during the assault. 
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"Elliott Barkley." Historica Wiki, Fandom, historica.fandom.com/wiki/Elliott_Barkley. Accessed 

31 Mar. 2026. 

This wiki page contains a photograph of Elliott "L.D." Barkley, the twenty-one-year-old 

Attica prisoner who became one of the most prominent voices of the uprising. It is used 

to visually identify one of the key leaders who spoke on behalf of the prisoners during the 

1971 rebellion. 

Gilbreth, Edward. "Attica! The Legacy of a Prison Uprising." The Marshall Project, 9 Sept. 

2021, www.themarshallproject.org/2021/09/09/attica-the-legacy-of-a-prison-uprising. 

This source documents Attica's cultural impact including the "Attica! Attica!" scene in 

Dog Day Afternoon. I used this source to show how Attica became a cultural symbol. 

Lennon, John, and Yoko Ono. "Attica State." Some Time in New York City, Apple Records, 1972. 

Cleveland.com,www.cleveland.com/entertainment/2025/11/documentary-director-chose-t

o-tell-john-lennon-yoko-ono-story-in-a-fresh-way.html. 

            This article from Cleveland.com covers the documentary about John Lennon and Yoko 

Ono, which includes their song "Attica State" written in direct response to the 1971 

prison uprising and features an image of the two artists. It is used to show how Attica 

inspired major cultural figures to speak out against state violence 
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Mamo, Andrew B. "The Dignity and Justice That Is Due to Us by Right of Our Birth: Violence 

and Rights in the 1971 Attica Riot." Harvard Civil Rights–Civil Liberties Law Review, 

vol. 49, no. 2, 2014, pp. 531–574, 

journals.law.harvard.edu/crcl/wp-content/uploads/sites/80/2011/09/531_Mamo.pdf.  

           This law review article examines how Attica prisoners used rights and dignity within the        

context of the civil rights movement. It is used to show that the Attica uprising was a 

legally and politically conscious act. 

Melville, Josh. "Attica's Ashes." Dissent, vol. 68, no. 3, Summer 2021, pp. 35–42. Project 

MUSE, muse.jhu.edu/pub/255/article/797270/pdf. 

This personal essay by Josh Melville, son of Attica prisoner and radical activist Samuel 

Melville, includes a photograph of Samuel Melville and documents his role in the 

uprising.  

Melville, Joshua. "Joshua Melville's Search for the Truth about His Radical Bomber Father, Sam 

Melville." CrimeReads, 21 Sept. 2021, 

crimereads.com/joshua-melvilles-sam-melville-radical-bomber/. Accessed 27 Feb. 2026.  
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